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Frt>ruary  1-3  at  Brandon  ChurcK  Brandon, 
v%Hhere  ninety-frfus  dues  payi^  members 
attended  —  but  where  significant  odter 
events  such  as  the  Thursday  evening  oocKxrt 
attracted  several  hundred  more  participants. 

'Hdie  main  purpose  is  to  bring  together 
church  musicians  from  the  state,  from  the 
minister  of  music  an^,  the  state  an^  the 
denominational  angle,  the  student  an^.  We 
have  several  students  parficmate  frm  our 
Baptist  colleges, "  said  L.  Graham  Smith,  of 
Church  Muac  Director  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

"We  had  leaders  like  Slater  Murphy 
(Fairview  Church,  Columbus)  and  Lavon 
Gray  (First  Church,  Jackson)  along  with 
others  who  gave  some  direction  on  how 
to  do  big  productions.  We  had  others 
who  gave  airection  to  youth  choirs.  We 
rea<r!fif!Jagh1fcw  anthems,"  Smith  said. 

"Of  course,  the  fellowship  aspect  is 
very  important,  and  our  time  for  wor¬ 
ship  together  is  always  important  and  a 
special  time,"  he  added. 


Donations  for  Memorial 


PRACTICE  MAKES  PERFECT  —  Mary  McDonald,  a  composw  and  publisher  with 
Monarch  Musk  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  leads  Mississippi  Bap^  muskians  in  a  read¬ 
ing  session  of  new  church  musk  during  the  2007  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Conference  at  First  Church,  Brandon.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Wnkers  from  Loomis  Fargo  armored  truck  oonipany  and  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  unload  $15,000  in  doruited  pennies  for  the  Memc^ 
to  m  Missing  located  outside  the  Baptist  Buildingin  downtown  Jadcson.  nie 
Meinorial  is  dertgned  to  ho4d  50  inill^  pennies  —  one  for  each  brtiy  missing 
since  ^  U5.  Supreme  Court's  1973  legalization  of  abortion  throughout  aO 
nine  nnonths  of  pregrumcy.  Individuals  and  diurdies  can  continue  to  oxitrfo^ 
to  the  Memorial  and  the  oontrftnitions  need  not  be  in  peraiies.  Donations  in  « 
forms  of  chedcs  and  cash  will  be  converted  to  pennies  and  placed  in  tlw 
Memorial.  To  date,  the  MetiKwial  is  more  dian  halfway  to  its  goal  the  proceeds 
of  which  will  ultimately  be  used  100%  for  pro-life  causes  in  Missisnppi.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.mbcb.org.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  jr.) 


After  registration  opened  on  Thursday, 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Singing  Churchmen 
and  he  Churchmen  HanoDeus  rehearsed. 
After  the  break  aiul  welcome,  the  openi^ 
session  was  led  by  Jamie  Meadors,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Music  Depaurtment  at  Baptist- 
affiiated  Mississi|»i  College  in  Clinton. 
One  of  the  highlights  of  the  event  was  he 
eveiui^  concert,  which  induded  worship 
led  by  the  Singiits  Churchmen,  the 
Churcnmen  Hancme^  the  Churchmen 
Brass,  and  guest  artist  Mary  McDonald. 

McDonakl  who  is  a  composer  and  pub¬ 
lisher  for  Mocuuch  Musk  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  was  a  rare  treat.  "She  is  a  great 
lady,"  said  Smih.  "She  does  concerts  on 
bom  organ  and  pimo,  and  accompanies 
the  Tennessee  Surging  Churchmen.  She  is 
just  one  of  those  %vho  enjoys  praising  the 
Lord.  We  were  doing  thrw  or  four  her 
numbers,  and  we  aal^  her  to  lead  hem 
during  our  rehearsals.  She  exudes  a  God- 
given  enhusiasm  for  all  she  does." 

The  Mississippi  College  Singers  also 
performed  in  concert.  Breakout  sessions 
included  the  aforementioned  classes  on 
major  productions;  a  session  on  media  in 
worship  led  by  Ian  Richardson.  MBCB 
director  of  communication  services;  and 
a  session  for  accompanists  led  by 
McDonald.  Another  feature  was  reading 
sessions  led  by  McDonald,  during  which 
the  participants  were  able  to  preview 
new  anthems  for  choir.  McDonald  also 
led  a  session  on  trends  in  church  music 
from  a  comp>oser's /publisher's  view. 


"We  invite  bivocational  musk  ministers 
to  come  for  ^  Friday  evening  banquet 
and  the  Saturday  morning  sessions,"  said 
Smih.  "We  know  they  mimt  have  difficul¬ 
ty  coming  during  the  omr  sessions.  We 
have  a  special  rank  for  them  Saturday 
momii^  and  we  use  one  of  our  own  who 
espieciaBy  understands  bivocational  work 
and  can  communicate  the  basics  that  will 
hefo  them  become  more  effective.* 

the  conference  attracts  a  wide  cross- 
section  of  attendees.  "We  have  a  few 
large  churches  hat  p>articip>ate,  but  most 
of  mose  who  come  are  from  churches  in 
the  four  to  seven  hundred  range, 
although  there  are  many  from  much 
smaller  churches."  Smih  said. 

We  have  a  unique  fellowship  in  the 
musk  area,  in  that  we've  tried  to  make 
everyone  f^  welcome  without  relation  to 
the  size  of  church.  We  are  here  to  help  and 
resource  one  anc^her.  We  try  to  get  our 
members  to  mentor  and  develop  long-time 
leUtionshipK  wih  our  youngw  members. 
Together  we  can  build  up  the  bcxfy,  and  the 
work  will  go  cm  after  scxne  of  us  have 
p>assed  from  ^  scene.  The  Lc»d  has  blessed 
us  in  our  efforts  to  be  inchisive,"he  said. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Conference  is  funded  W  dues  and  by  the 
Mississippi  Coof>erative  Program.  For 
more  information,  contact  Smith  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601 )  292-3276  or  toll  free 
outside  Jackin  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  276. 
Email:  gsmithihnbcb.org 


Editor's 


Miss.  Baptists,  fighting  the  good  fight 

Three  important  proposals  dealing  I  I  Miaaiaaippi  Bapt^s  in  the  lea^rshif 

%rtth  abSto  Uw  \rMfa8ia^  I  try^  to  ei^  that  dj^  t  haop^^ 

aiecun^inthemeatgrinderotf  |  •V‘?!5!SJ?y .^SST  T  I  ^  ^ 

legialative  politics  and  deserve  our  full 
atimtion.  Snce  the  2007  session  of  the 


¥7mXr\D^C  Mississippi  Legislature  started  in  early 
9  January,  a»e  Serate  has  managed  to  pass 
tf»e  trio  of  bilk  and  send  them  to  the  House 
ICdOOK.  of  Representatives.  The  three  bilk  are; 

—  •SB  279S,  which  would  out¬ 
law  abortion  in  Mississippi 
except  under  certain  higl^- 
resmcted  circumstances.  The 
bill's  principal  author  is  Alan 
Nunnelee,  a  member  of  Calvary 
Oturch,  Tupelo,  who  represents 
Seiuite  Dirtrict  6. 

•  SB  2801,  which  would 
mandate  that  mothers  consider¬ 
ing  abortion  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  view  a  sono¬ 
gram  of  their  developing  baby 
Williain  H.  a^/or  hw  the  baby's  Mating 

w. _ -  heart.  Nunnelee  is  alM  the  prin- 

rCfKlllS  JI.  cipal  author  ^  this  bill. 
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•  SB  239t  which  would  set 
forth  a  formal  legal  procedure  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  if  a  mirwr  odld  sought  a  court  waiv¬ 
er  of  parental  consent  to  receive  an  abortkm. 
This  bill's  princmal  author  is  Joey 
Fillingane,  a  meinber  of  Oral  Church, 
Sumran,  represents  Senate  District  41. 

We  should  be  thankful  that  dtese 
Musksippi  Baptkts  —  and  many  more  just 
like  them  —  are  leading  the  fim  agmnst 
the  abortkm  hc^ocaust  in  Mussiaaippi. 
Prthapa  their  actiona  and  our  full  support 


- 77~ —  un^rri*  Miaaiaaippi  Baptists  in  the  leadership  —  is 

*m0lf  trying  to  ensure  that  doesn't  happen. 

MiBBiP— The  Mississippi  House  Republican 
T  Omfeience  (MHRC)  has  sent  a  plea  to 

IHiir  A  DOTCOM  T  ^  House  Speaker  Bill  McCoy,  a  member  of 

V  Gasiton  Church,  Booneville,  and  a  strong 

^  pro-life  supporter,  to  "allow  all  House 

members  to  have  a  voice  in  deciding 
whether  these  bilk  should  become  law." 
"The  Republican  CdnfereiKe  unanimously 
^  I  supports  what  these  bilk  hope  to  accom- 

Y  Jr  phsn,"  MHRC  Chair  Phillip  Gunn,  a  mem- 

Der  of  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton, 
A  y  W  J  who  represents  House  District  56,  told  The 

_  !'  \J  Baptist  Record.  "We  believe  in  the  sanctity  of 

ISSir*  1  /  humanlife.  We  believe  diat  abortion  violates 

^  the  sanctity  of  human  life.  We  are  proud  to 

\  lead  the  enort  to  pasK  these  bills." 

I  Republican  members  of  the 

ft  'H  •  House  have  reouested  Speaker  McCoy  to 

uige  Chairman  Holland  not  to  kill  thepro- 
life  bilk  in  committee,  but  to  allow  a  door 
of  those  actions  «vill  have  a  national  vote  on  all  three  measures,"  said  Assistant 
impact.  At  some  point  thk  year,  the  grue-  Republican  Leader  Greg  Snowden,  a 
some  milestone  will  be  readied  of  SB  mil-  member  of  First  Church,  Meridian,  who 
lion  babies  aborted  since  the  U5.  Supreme  represents  House  District  83.  "The  Speaker 
Court's  1973  decision  in  Roe  v.  Yioae  that  is  a  prayerful  man  wid\  a  good  pro-life 
legali^  abortion  in  all  50  states  through  record,  aiul  we  hope  and  exp^  him  to  use 
af  nine  months  of  pregnancy.  hk  considerable  influence  to  make  sure 

The  duee  bilk  have  met  %vith  early  diffi-  that  on  sanctity  of  life  issues,  prindple  will 


cuhies  in  die  House  of  Representatives, 
however.  Steve  Hcdland  of  Plantersville, 
who  represents  House  Diskrid  16  and  is 
chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Human 


that  on  sanctity  of  life  issues,  prinaple  will 
always  prevail  over  partisan  politics." 

As  simple  and  straightforward  as  are 
these  three  bilk,  it's  going  to  take  a  lot  of 
work  to  get  them  to  the  nouse  floor  for 


Services  Committee,  has  puMidy  indicated  consideration  by  all  representatives.  Many 
dirt  he  k  not  indkKd  to  bruig  the  bilk  Mississippi  Baptkt  legislators  are  striving 
before  the  committee  during  thk  session.  to  make  that  happen,  and  they  are  not 
Under  the  House's  committee  system,  akme.  At  dik  enheal  juncture  in  die  life 
that  would  mean  the  bilk  can  go  no  further  jtycles  of  die  bilk,  they  need  to  know  that, 
toward  passage  into  law.  A  group  of  House  Iney  need  our  support  and  prayers  —  but 
members  —  once  again  with  many  above  all,  our  praym. 
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What  k  the  role  of  religion 
in  die  public  square?  Some 
would  call  for  a  Christian 
theocracy;  others  would  sug¬ 
gest  a  completely  religion-frw 
pidilic  square. 

Are  these  the  only  options: 
either  a  public  square  dominat¬ 
ed  by  religion  or  a  public 
square  devoid  of  spiritual 
import?  These  questiems  are 
important,  espeoally  when  it 
appears  that  Christianity  k  on 
drre  defensive  in  favor  of  a  secu¬ 
larized  public  square.  To 
answer  d&  question  we  must 
revisit  some  American  history. 

In  a  letter  to  die  Daidn^ 
Baptist  Association  of 
Connecticut  dated  Jan.  1,  1802, 
President  Thomas  jedersem 
opined  on  die  non-establish- 
mept  clause  of  die  First 
Amendment,  arguing  for 
"building  a  wall  of  separation 
between  Church  and  State." 

Jefferson's  "wall  of  separa¬ 
tion"  was  used  to  assure  the 
Baptists  that  he  opposed  a 
state-sanctioned  chun^  Argu¬ 
ing  that  "relimon  k  a  matter 
which  lies  solrty  between  man 
and  hk  GexL  dial  he  owes 
account  to  none  other  for  hk 
faith  or  hk  worship,  that  the 
legitimate  powm  of  govern¬ 
ment  reach  actions  oiuy  and 
not  opinions." 

The  phrase  was  used  by 
Chief  Justice  Morrison  Waite  in 
1879 Affsin  by  Justioe  Hugo 
Black  in  Iw.  Thus,  die  phrase 
"wall  of  separation"  settled 
into  the  Ameiican  conscience. 


Guest  Opinion:  | 

\n 

Religion  in  the 

public  square 

LL 

• 

By  Keoin  Shrum,  pastor 
Inglewood  Omreh,  NaskuUle 

What  are  we  to  make  of 
thk  phrase? 

Fust,  die  phrase  k  not  in  the 
Constitution.  The  First 
AmEsidment  reads,  "Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof."  At  minimum,  thk 
means  two  things.  The  state 
will  not  establkh  a  state  dmrdi 
and  the  state  will  not  interfere 
with  rrtigious  praetkes. 

Secondly,  some  argue  that 
diis  phrase  excludes  all  reli¬ 
gious  expressions  from  the 
public  square  —  but  does  it? 
Jefferson  argued  that  the  First 
Amendment  guaranteed  free¬ 
dom  for  religion  as  a  moral 
dimension  of  a  democratically 
governed  people.  He  also 
argued  for  the  freedom  of 
religion  in  that  eadi  person 
was  free  to  worship  or  not 
worship  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  ot  hk  own  conscience. 

America  is  a  constitutional, 
representative  republic.  A 


Christian  theocracy  is  not  an 
option  any  more  dian  would 
be  a  state  run  bv  Mormons, 
Muslims,  or  Budohkts.  While 
there  k  freedom  for  and  of 
religion,  it  must  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  diat  though  America's 
foundiire  documents  are  not 
explicitly  Christian,  the 
founding  S|^t  of  dik  nation 
was  consistently  Judeo- 
Christian.  It  has  been  the 
favored  religion  of  thk  nation, 
whidi  k  no  nonall  admission. 

Thk  does  not  exdude  expres¬ 
sions  of  rdijgious  convictions  by 
non-Christians.  It  simply 
acknowledges  diat  the  Juo^ 
Christian  worldview  has  been 
firmly  ensconced  in  American 
pubhc  life,  which  has  served  us 
weU  since  our  inception. 

Therefore,  to  answer  the 
question,  "What  is  the  role  of 
religion  in  the  public  square?" 
is  to  ask  the  question,^Can  I 
separate  my  private  convic¬ 
tions  from  my  public  opin¬ 
ions?"  Since  my  answer  to  the 


latter  is  no,  my  answer  to  the 
former  is  that  I  come  to  the 
community  table  as  a  convic- 
tional  Christian.  It  is  there  in 
community  meetings  and  in 
public  gatherings  that  I 
express  my  religiously 
informed  convictions  with 
clarity,  conciseness  and 
humility,  as  would  any  citizen 
of  any  religious  stripe. 

To  do  odierwise  would  vio¬ 
late  my  conscience.  I  cannot 
check  who  I  am  at  the  door  of 
puUic  involvement. 

To  quarantine  the  public 
square  from  religious  convic¬ 
tion  is  to  leave  her  bare, 
devoid  of  any  moral  and  spir¬ 
itual  influence.  Such  a  move 
would  supplant  America's 
spiritual  and  moral  roots,  a 
development  that  would  in 
the  end  neutralize  moral  con¬ 
viction  and  rob  us  of  our 
grand  constitutional  and 
declared  affirmations:  "We 
hold  diese  trudis  to  be  self- 
evident,  that  all  men  are  cre¬ 
ated  equal,  that  they  are 
endowed  by  the  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights, 
that  among  these  are  life,  lib- 
'  erty  and  tire  pursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness...  and  for  the  support  of 
this  Declaration,  with  a  firm 
reliance  on  the  protection  of 
divine  providence,  we  mutu¬ 
ally  pledge  to  each  other  our 
lives,  our  fortunes  and  our 
sacred  honor." 

Shrum'$  commentary  apfiean^ 
courtesy  cf  Baptist  Press.  ' 
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WORKPIACE  MINISTRY  —  A  vWt  beNveen  a  Coca-Cola  driver  and  a  chaplain  aHiliMed  with  Corporate 
ChapUim  of  Arnerica  rallect  (he  ever-«(panding  worlrplace  niinittry  niovernent.  (BP  photo) 


d,  dis-  churdt  fulfill  its  greatest  impact 
in  die  during  die  week. 

They  then  train  the  l^per- 
irogram-  son  to  lead  the  ministry,"  Spada 
millions  said.  "It's  important  to  nave 
and  then  someone  in  the  workplace  . . . 

the  typical  paradigm.  What 
we've  done  is  help  tne  church 
take  its  rightful  and  biblical 
position  in  me  workplace. 

"There's  a  significant  amount 
of  influence  in  the  workplace 
and  the  church  has  been  vacant 
from  that.  People  need  to  realize 
that  we  are  all  in  ministry." 

The  Billy  Graham  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Association  started 
Inking  several  years  ago  at  the 
impact  of  evangeli-sm  training 
in  the  workplace,  said  Jack 
Munday,  who  oversees  work¬ 
place  ministry  at  the  Billy 
Graham  Traimng  Center  near 
to  Asheville,  N.C.  The  training 
center  started  the  Christian 
Executive  Leadership  Forum  in 
2003  which  works  with  busi¬ 
ness  leaders  on  biblical  leader¬ 
ship  in  business. 

*The  first  century  church 
started  in  the  workplace," 
Munday  said. 


"We  need  to  shift  from  going  was  pnva 
to  church  to  being  the  church.’’  omnected, 

Spada  was  a  successful  entre-  area  of  my  greatest  influence, 
preneur  in  Southern  California  "Churches  think  i 
and  started  Utili-Tech,  Inc.,  an  matically.  They  spend 
energy  and  utility  services  firm  of  dollars  on  prc^ams 
that  worked  with  companies  people  get  saved  wher 
like  ARCO,  Texaco  and  Exxon,  tor  preaches.  Pastors  say  God 
However,  despite  his  business  calira  him  to  the  ministry.  What 
success,  Spada  said  he  became  about  the  people  in  the  pew? 
"spiritually  burdened  for  peo-  What  are  they  called  to  dor  We 
pie's  work  lives"  and  prayed  to  help  churches  build  bridges 
God  for  guidance  in  using  his  where  walls  and  gaps  existed, 
talents  in  ministry.  "Our  mission  is  to  make  sure 

Journey  Community  every  church  leader  wrestles 

Church  allowed  Spada  to  start  with  this.  We  teach  churches 
a  pioneering  cnurch-based  how  to  sustain  efforts  to  disciple 
worklife  ministry  based  solely  the  scattered  church,  whether 
on  biblical  principles  drawn  it's  the  bus  driver,  teacher,  enm- 
from  such  passages  as  neer  or  stay-at-home  mom.  We 
Ephesians  4:11-12.  From  that,  define  work  as  what  God 
FnsChurchatWork.org  was  defines  it,  which  is  the  essence  of 

work,  not  just  a  plaa 
Spada  works  with 
provide  training  in  worklife  min¬ 
istry  through  a  program  he  calls 
WiMidife  L^versity,  encompass¬ 
ing  30  modules  or  training.  He 
provides  support  statf  and  also 
finks  and  resources  for  the 
dhurch's  website  in  order  to 
"train  the  trainers"  and  help  the 


Same-sex  bills  gaining 

NASHVnXE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  After  suffering  a  series  of  stii^g 
defeats  last  yea^  homosexual  activisis  may  be  on  the  verge  oTi^- 
nificant  victories  this  year  as  state  legislatures  consider  passing 
same-sex  dvil  unions  mils.  Legislators  in  at  least  four  states  — 
Flawaii,  New  Hampshire,  Oie^n,  and  Rhode  Island  —  are  exa^ 
ining  dvil  unions  bitts  that  would  grant  homosexual  ooi^^  the 
legal  benefits  of  marriage.  A  fifth  state,  Washington,  is  oonsidefing 
a  doonestic  parbneishipbenefitB  bill  fiuit  would  give  same-sex  cou¬ 
ples  some  of  marriage  8  legal  benefits.  In  all  five  states,  supporters 
Dclieve  they  have  a  good  dUHioe  at  success.  Homosexual  ixtivislB 
see  dvil  uniora  aa  next-best  thing  to  fuU-blown  homosexual 
marriage,  as  well  as  a  nabual  stepping  stone  to  "manim."  Some 
legfebitors  see  dvil  unions  as  a  compromise.  Pro-famify  leaders, 
though  dtsagree.  "We  thiidc  dvil  unions  as  th^  are  proposed  here 
ki  Hawaii  are  exactly  die  same  as  marriage,  but  vmi  a  different 
ti^"  Hawaii  Family  Forum  Executive  Dfeector  Kelly  Rosati  told 

Baptist  Press.  "Sa  we  don't  see  it  as  much  of  a  compromise.*  Last 

yeac  supreme  courts  in  New  York,  Washington  state,  and  New 
jersey  ruled  there  was  no  constitutional  right  to  honnosexual  mar¬ 
riage.  Although  R  was  a  banner  year  for  conservatives,  the  pendu¬ 
lum  could  be  swinging  back  in  the  other  direction.  Maryland's 


Executives  and  trustees  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  agree  that 
the  name  of  the  106-yearold  agency  needs  to  be  changed  to  better  reflect  its 
vision  and  diversity  of  ministries.  No  new  name  has  yet  been  suggested. 


The  B^riist  Children's  Village  adds  a  residential  ministry  for  adoles¬ 
cent  girls  who  become  presnant  o»it  of  wedlock.  The  new  project  is  being 
started  in  cooperation  wim  the  Mississippi  Children's  Home  Society  of 
Jackson,  a  licensed  dtild-placement  and  adoption  agency. 


R.H.  Holcomb,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Tupelo,  retires  after  serving 
the  church  for  28  years.  The  church  membership  grew  from  1,300  to 
2,300  during  his  tenure. 


February  22, 2007 


The  Baptist  Record 


»PlMac  fw  mumt  lo  iK|  a  talai;  MbiNh  Mtnialir  and  Music 

♦L _  MM«ar.  Sand  MMNne  to  2222  Cor  Nffy 

■Armr  AftOClAnON  Ml.  Flow  ms  39871. _ 

tomes  for  too  fwaMon  of  m.  LWHTV  Mi»mT  OMMCM, 
I  Missions  Diroctor.  Wmr  VMley,  Miw.,  is  seoktof  a  hiN- 
iatioq  cowpHiai  Hinds  tone  ministor.  floaac  submit  roaume  to 
I  counlias.  MIA  has  12  sawch  committoa.  9M  Ssaphent 
i  ovto  70,000  mambars.  Sbwt  Waiar  Valley,  MS  31965  or  call 

ly  be  sent  to:  Search  leitv  Melton  (662)  473-2095. _ 

jtommittee;  6530  Oofwood  Viow  HMMANUR  lAPIVT  CNMCN  in 
Jbrhway;  lackson,  MS  39213.  Vldabuig,  Miss.,  is  saakh^  indMdual 
peadline  for  receiving  resumes  is  or  individuals  to  AN  toe  foNcnviiv  posi- 

iMaich  1,  2007. _ tkms:  minister  of  nwsic  and  minister  of 

'••WlkHWOlUIOif'MHIBSVUH  youto.  Any  one  that  is  intaretlad,  please 
Miss.,  seeks  a  fbrt-time  Vouth  Minisiar.  send  resume  to  Immanuel  Saptist 
Ptease  submH  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  attention  personnel  committee. 
Church,  R  O.  Box  4B7,  Plantorsville,  6949  Hwy  61  Souto,  Vtaksburg,  MS 
MS  3S062,  or  email  to  firstbap-  39180.  Or  coittact  ManhaU  Thomas  at 
tisMOOtobeNaouth  not.  (601)  61 9^90S  or  (601)  218^)392. 


FINAUV  APBOMMIU  HEALTH  ni^  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  baachside  HOffEB  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
Insurance  for  the  mH  employed.  Call  $605.  TVvo  ni^Ns  1  bedroom  sleeps  6  church  windotvs,  retvorkinf  aiKi  repair, 
(800)  541-8196.  Movidad  1^  Mega  beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bedroom  Cohrmbusdaekson,  (877)  477-1899. 
Inatirartce,  wwus^ttHumer-irts.com.  siaaps  6  beachkont  $650.  Rrioas  irtciude  CHUICH  KW  UfHOLSIHV,  FMI  asti- 
■ASOMABLV  Bill II till  I  evarthir^  CaN  tfOS)  S56-0368  or  (205)  mates.  Davis  Upholslery,  Quitman, 

1601)776-6617.  _ 


ntstoir  mad-  554-1524. 


728-8291 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 

Sm^y  share  the  foUowing  prayer 
witft  Cod  in  your  own  wmw: 

1.  Lofd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  eitmed.) 

2.  I  want  foi^veness  for  my 
sins  and  freeaom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repemt) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jeans.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  widi  Him.  (I 
n^ve  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churen  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


try  lu  aiRTi  int:  wur^  ui  vjuu  lu 

be  exactly  like  the  culture  in 
which  it  IS  found.  Amazingly, 
from  the  first  century  until 
now  our  life,  society,  and  cul¬ 
tural  emphasis  have  shifted 
and  changed  but  the  church 
has  remained  focused  on  the 
supremacy  of  the  living  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  who  alone  can 
save  a  soul  and  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  us  as  we  seek  to  make  a 
difference  in  our  world. 

Recently,  in  our  sports- 
crazed  society  there  have  been 
some  interesting  things  that 
have  happened  that  make  you 
scratch  your  head  and  wonder 
what  has  happened  to  the 
quality  of  virtue  among  peo¬ 
ple.  A  high-profile,  nationally 
known  football  coach  declares 
that  he  is  not  going  to  leave  his 

Elace  of  service  and  go  to  a 
irge  university  only  to  have 
the  announcement  made^  few 
days  later  that  he  will  be  leav¬ 
ing  and  starting  his  work  at 
that  school.  For  days,  in  fact 
for  weeks  people  talk^  about 
how  he  misrepresented  what 
he  was  going  to  do  and  ques¬ 
tioned  nis  loyal^  and  his 
trustworthiness.  The  fact  is 
ffiat  there  are  a  lot  of  different 
interpretations  of  what  actual¬ 
ly  took  place,  and  he  was  not 
tne  first  and  no  doubt  will  not 
be  the  last  to  handle  the  situa¬ 
tion  the  way  that  he  did. 

Following  on  the  heels  of 
that  came  tne  recruiting  wars 
that  take  place  to  entice, 
recruit,  and  enroll  young  high 
school  athletes  to  come  and 

f>lay  sports  at  their  institution, 
t  happens  every  year,  but  it 
seems  to  have  happen^  more 
this  year.  Many  ot  these  young 
students  gave  a  verbal  commit¬ 
ment  that  ffvey  were  going  to 
one  school  and  when  the  day 
for  signing  came  they  changed 
and  signed  with  someone  dse. 
They  certainly  have  the  prerog¬ 


‘Direct^is 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mis.sissippi  Baphst  Convention  Board 


ative  to  do  that,  and  it  also 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that  these 
are  17-,  18-,  and  19-year  old 
kids  who  are  trying  to  find  out 
where  they  are  going  in  their 
future.  They  are  being  influ¬ 
enced  by  coaches,  parents, 
friends,  former  players,  and 
who  kriows  who  else.  They  are 
making  decisions  that  will  lit¬ 
erally  affect  them  ffie  rest  of 
dieir  lives.  How  do  you  filter 
out  all  of  diat  stuff?  Still  diey 
made  a  commitment  only  to 
turn  around  and  diange  the 
direction  diey  were  going. 

Now  my  point  is  not  to 

Kick  on  these  kids  or  even  to 
e  derogatory  toward  a  coach, 
but  to  say  tnat  our  world  is 
laden  with  this  kind  of 
thought  process  and  lack  of 
integrity  in  what  we  say.  Rick 
Cleveland,  a  sports  writer  for 
The  Clarion  Ledger  newspa¬ 
per  in  Jackson,  had  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  insightful  article 
concerning  the  recruiting 
wars  and  what  had  taken 
place  as  kids  change  their  loy¬ 
alty.  While  they  had  made  a 
verbal  commitment,  which  is 
non-binding,  only  to  make  a 
recruiting  ^oice  and  sign  a 
letter  of  intent  which  is  bind¬ 
ing,  Cleveland  points  out  that 
they  still  had  made  promises 
and  they  still  expressed  oral 
commitments  of  what  they 
were  going  to  do.  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  we  change  the  word¬ 
ing  of  how  we  talk  about 
what  these  kids  are  doing  as 
they  look  for  the  school  for 
which  they  are  going  to  play 
sports  and  attend.  His  sug¬ 
gestion  is  that  after  a  young 
man  visits  a  school,  talks  to 
the  coaches,  and  sees  the 
facilities  that  he  simply  say 
something  to  the  affect  tnat  he 
"fancies"  the  school.  He  still 


is  going  to  look  around  and 
still  keep  his  i^ipns  open, 
but  he  fancies  tJw^ssibili^ 
of  playing  ball  at  a  certain 
university.  This  way  there  is 
no  oral  commitment  and  no 
total  promise.  He  still  can 
shift  around  and  go  in  any 
direction  he  wants.  That  is 
prc^ably  not  a  bad  thing,  and 
Cleveland  is  probably  right 
on  target. 

My  problem  is  that  this 
kind  of  thinking  might  bleed 
into  the  church,  and  my  big- 

Kr  concern  is  that  it  already 
s  become  a  part  of  our 
ffiought  process  in  following 
Jesus.  How  many  times  has 
someone  said,  "I  am  giving 
any  life  to  Christ,"  and  then  a 
day,  or  two,  or  three  later  is 
involved  in  actions,  activities, 
and  attitudes  that  are  totally 
die  opposite  of  their  Sunday 
morning  promise?  It  is  almost 
as  if  we  near  the  Gospel  in  a 
stirring  sermon  that  reaches 
out  and  grabs  our  heart  and 
we  say,  "He  deserves  my  all," 
only  to  turn  around  and  as  the 
days  unfold  explain  that  He 
gets  everything  but  certain 
areas  of  life  and  purpose. 

Tragically,  when  it  comes  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God  it  is  not 
just  because  of  age  or  youth  that 
people  have  a  fancy  about  fol¬ 
lowing  Christ  anef  doing  the 
will  of  God,  but  it  seems  to  w  as 
prevalent  by  middle  and  older 
adults  as  it  does  among  young 
people.  Jesus  never  called  us  to 
simply  come  to  an  emotional 
moment  and  fancy  following 
Him,  but  He  issued  to  us  a  total, 
unreserved  life-altering  com¬ 
mitment.  To  the  believer  it  is  to 
be  verbal,  visible,  and  unchang¬ 
ing.  In  Jesus'  eardily  minist^ 
diere  were  always  those  people 
who  were  coming  around 
oftentimes  on  the  periphery 
and  at  odier  times  up  close  and 
personal  who  were  intrigued 
with  various  aspects  of  His  life 
and  wcNrk. 


Thou.sand.s  were  intrigued  by 
the  mirades  and  many  were  ca|> 
tivated  by  HLs  teachings.  They 
fbUowod  Him,  listened  to  Him, 
watched  Him,  and  sometimes 
became  so  up  close  and  personal 
that  He  could  not  even  rind  any 
time  to  nest  or  be  rejuvenated. 
They  wanted  to  hear  HLs  lecture, 
and  they  did  not  want  to  miss 
His  next  healing,  but  when  He 
demanded  from  them  a  total 
commitment  and  a  promise  that 
would  not  be  brokm  many  of 
them  would  scurry  away  into 
the  shadows  of  the  vill^es 
through  which  He  walked.  They 
fancied  following  Jesus,  but  they 
did  not  want  to  cross  the  line  an^ 
sign  their  heart  away  to  Him. 

Once  when  the  crowds  had 
been  so  huge  and  Jesus  chal¬ 
lenged  them  to  mve  everything, 
they  all  left  andjesus  turned  to 
Fte  disciples  and  said,  "Will 
you  go  away  also?"  Many  of  us 
fancy  following  Jesus  as  long  as 
the  temperature  is  ri^t,  the 
music  ffts  our  taste,  me  pro¬ 
gram  is  one  that  we  think  we 
might  enjoy,  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  time,  energy,  and 
resources  are  not  too  stringent. 
All  of  that  is  to  say  diat  we 
fancy  following  Jesus,  as  long 
as  step-by-step  arid  day-by-day 
we  can  decide  if  we  like  the 
requirements  or  not.  If  it  does 
not  suit  our  spiritual  taste  buds, 
we  join  with  those  who  just 
quietly  disappear.  Even  though 
we  may  rationalize  or  justife 
our  actions,  we  pretty  much 
demonstrate  the  type  of  com¬ 
mitment  —  or  lack  of  commit¬ 
ment  —  that  we  actually  have. 

Jesus  never  invited  us  to 
come  and  follow  Him  on  an 
easy  road  to  good-time  experi-, 
enc»,  but  He  did  invite  us  to 
make  a  commitment  to  hlim  and 
follow  Him  to  incredible  experi¬ 
ences  of  seeing  God  at  work  in 
us,  dirough  us,  and  for  us.  If  you 
just  fancy  following  Jesus,  you 
miss  it!  It  you  sign  on  with  Him 
for  the  entire  jemmey,  you  will 
be  glad  you  did  b^ause  you 
will  see  Him  do  mighty  things, 
bring  great  joy  in  me  celebra¬ 
tion,  and  infuse  your  life  with 
great  strength  in  the  difficult 
hmes.  Jesus  made  the  commit¬ 
ment  for  us,  and  He  is  deserving 
of  our  commitment  to  Him. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-maU:  jfutral^bcb.org. 


iM  Swaim 

Lftde  Rock.  Arkansas 
Renowned  singles  speaker 
Author.  “Divorce  Really  Hurts 
in  the  Church' 

Founder  and  Director.  Fresh  Spirit 
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T  A  NT 


STfiTE  BIBLE  DRILLS  2007 


Single  Adult  Day  Retreat 


Saturday,  March  31 
Ervin  Brown  Training  Center 


10am  2  p.m. 

Cost  $5  (includes  lunch, 


(Mail  your  check  by  Monday  March  26.  to  X-Tended 
Missions  Network  Association,  PO.  Box  381 
Hernando,  MS  38632. 

For  more  information  call  662.429.5033 

■  Refreshments  ■  Fun 
■  Door  Prizes  ■  Praise  Team 

Sponsored  by  X-Tended  Missions  Network  and  MBCB 


DATE 

LOCATION  REGISTRATION 

DRILLS 

1 

BEGIN 

TUESDAY 

Picayune,  FBC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  10 

Batesville,  FBC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

THURSDAY 

Brookhaven,  FBC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  12 

Grenada,  Emmanuel  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

FRIDAY 

Hattiesburg,  Main  Street  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  13 

Meridian,  Poplar  Springs  Dr.  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

SATURDAY 

Madison,  FBC 

9-noon 

9:30  a.m. 

April  14 

Pearl,  McLaurin  Heights  BC 

9-noon 

9:30  a.m. 

MONDAY 

Tupelo,  FBC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  16 

Tupelo,  Harrisburg  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

TUESDAY 

Starkville,  FBC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  17 

THURSDAY 

Laua'l,  Salem  Heights  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2:30  p.m. 

April  19 

SATURDAY 

Selection  Tournaments 

April  21 

Clinton,  FBC  (times  inside) 

Call  your  Baptist  Associational  office  for  the  date  and  location 
for  your  Associational  Drill.  The  church  and  associational  paks 
were  mailed  the  first  of  February  to  every  church  and  association 

requesting  Bible  Drill  information  for  2007. 

DISCIPLESHIP  &  FAMILY  MINISTRY  DEPARTMENT 

(601)  292-3284  or  1-800-748-1651 

E-mail:  dhicks@>mbcb.org 

Beautiful 


A( IHENS 


THE  HISPANIC  FELLOWSHI:^ 
md  the  MISSISSIPPI  wMu 

INVITE  YOU  TO  THE  3RD  ANNUAL  HISPANIC  WOMEN  S  RL  I  HLA; 


liM  iMrdIdo  !■  flfliMfildad  di  ■oftar.  vou  Iimm  kMl  vow  wwwOm  to  dnom.  todw  lo 


hov  00  ol  tiofiiDo  do  foouDorwto. 

•  VO^W  ^PV  VI^^P  ■  VBPf 

CudnlMOto  a  Dloo  y  oroo  quo  tl  hori 
quo  tuo  ouoAoo  oo  hoQon  fOoNdod** 

“CualQuier  cou  que  U9ted98  pidan  en  mi 
nombn,  yo  la  hard."  Juan  14:13 


Iho  dmo  to  gol  N  book,  1M  Qod  about  R  and 

iil^H  ^N9Hw  j^^Wii  S 

“And  I  wMf  do  infhalem  you  ask  In  My  name,  so  that 
the  Son  may  bring  glory  lo  the  Father." 

John  14:13 


Theme  -  “Draamt  of  a  Woman”  Tema  -  “SueAoa  da  Mu|ar” 

Conference  leader  ConferencMa  -  Plteoboth  rioaoloo  -  Quatemala/CaNfomia 
Music  and  Conference  leader  for  teens  -  Alabonzas  Eipedates  MarM  Roaaloo, 
Guatemala/Califomia 

Place  -  Camp  Qaraywo  Lugar  -  Camp.  Ooraytoa  EMzabelh 

Date -Mofth  16-17, 2007  Pacha -Marzo  16-17. 2007  Rosales 

Ages  - 12  years  and  up  Edades  « 12  an  adilanti 

Cost -136  (12  and  up)  $6  (children  0-6  years)  _ 

Coeto  -  $36  (12  hasta  adultas),  16  por  niho  (0-5  afk)s) 

Note  -  bring  sheets,  plow,  personal  items 
Note  -  Traer  sAbana  Chsln),  almohada,  oobija 
Deadline  Date -MapBh  1,2007 
Ultimo  plazo  para  regiatrafse  - 1  de  Marzo 


For  registration  form  and  more  Information  -  iinMiMnbcb.orgllsvsnlB  or 
cal  Paula  8mRh  800-748-1651,  exL  336,  pamllhtmbcb.org 


,  2007  VBS  JUMPSTART  , 

3  r  .'1  i  ■  P  a  s !  0  ^  ,  VBS  D  i  r  e  c  1 0  s  a  f;  d  \  B  S  ^  -  I 


A  VBS  where  heroes  are  made! 

LifeWay’s  VBS  2007,  GAME  DAY  CENTRAL,  will  get  kids  in  the  game  and  help  them  learn  how  to 
become  heroes  both  on  and  off  the  field  by  focusing  on  Jesus  and  following  God's  plan  for  their  lives. 

This  will  be  a  VBS  to  remember! 

The  VBS  sampler  and  curriculum  will  be  on  display  and  available  for  purchase 
from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 

FEBRUARY  5, 2007, 9-11  a.m.  FEBRUARY  6, 2007, 6:30-9  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Lyman  Longview  Heights  Baptist  Church 
14321  Old  Hwy  49,  Gulfport  4501  Goodman  Road,  Olive  Branch 


FEBRUARY  5, 2007, 9-11  a.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Lyman 
14321  Old  Hwy  49,  Gulfport 

QUESTIONS? 

Contact;  Sunday  School  Department 
601-292-3294,  1-800-748-1651  or 
aboyd8tun@mbcb.org 


FEBRUARY  6, 2007, 9  a.m.-noon 

Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Flowood 

5199  Lakeland  Drive 

On  Display  at  Liberty  Baptist  Church; 

•  Children's  Crafts  •  Preschool  Crafts 

•  Children's  Snacks 


Syric 

I  lu*  Ptnver 

«il  Working  Tc»gt*thi*r 


A  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Ministers  of 
Education,  Sunday  School  Directors 

April  10 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

April  11 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

April  12 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church,  Petal 


It  '5  Your  Call! 


Nf  SINatfS  RmtfAT 

APRtt  20921 
CAMP  MOPCWCU.  OXFOKO 

Cost:  $30 
Speaker 

Ray  Prichard,  President 
Keepbelieving  Ministries 

For  information  call  Harrisburg  BC 
662-B42-6917 

Sponsored  by  Harrisburg  Singles  and  MBCB 


Annu  li  Missions  ( (‘lobfritinn 
wMj  Assof i.itionril  Missions 
(  ridcrship  Tiriininq 


Fortnofv  No,  contact  Mintoaippl  wMu  at 
001-202^19  or  apruMOmbcb.^. 

Qo  to  www.mbob.  Cliok  on:  Dopanmenta,  > 
Mlaaion  Stralagy,  Woman’s  Mlaaionary  Union. 


(  liiiirli  I’acilitics 
K’  I  iiniishin^s 


February  23  -  March  9,  2007 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


"0  fir  a  fassic^rt  fir  souls,  0  fir  a  that  yearns!  0  fir  the  lo\/e  that 
lo\^es  until  heath.  0  fir  the  fire  that  burns!  0  fir  the  pure  primer  poWer 
that  pre\/ails.  "That  pours  itself  out  fir  the  lost!  'Victorious  prater  in 
the  Coni^uerors  '7>Jame.  0  for  a  'Pentecost!’ 

Carmichael 


1 1 1  Ov)^  Pofonnjru  Ms 
Festival,  Broadmoor  Bu 
MadKon, 

(2|ln 
noM 
the  Lord 
Honof 

who  has  yet  to 
swn.  Also,  aik  the  Lotd  to  mold 
these  new  beBeven  Mo  a  new 


I 


church. 


|l)  StaK  Kcy()o«d  FestML 
VMwdtand  m  BC  JKkson 
(CH,  (2|Vbun8«nMFcsB 

Fatherlto^MMffew  wor 

serve  tsLaftauMto  and  p 
fesslonais  in  Moscow  Miw  H 
gwe  His  guidanc*  and  vMde 
during  tfw  time  of  transMon. 


I 


Thankyoutorprsymgtorvws- 
dom  tor  Ceioc  Lariguages  learn 
members  Oawd  and  Krista  Ruark 
to  foBow  God;}  dMOon  corv 


1 


( 1 1  MQiVi  AiMncvi  MMoni  4  Anns 

AmMong  EasKr  OMng  |«MU 
Emphni  |2|  Bny  lor  toe  aMl  tMt 
gRMtog  envigtooiaudi  in  Eg)ipt 
to  be  a  stMig  w|[S  to  toe  poMi 
iMtoint  iMiqra|Bj8|rfGod.Ato 
GodtopMpKtoeinRtorEMMn 
Muabw  to  laiderdand  ant  belM  In 
Jetos «  toeir  personal  Lord  and 
Sanor  aid  to  be  gatoticd  lano  nadb- 
l%ing  New  tostament  dudiei 


Steve  Meivm  of  Rochester.  Minn .  | 
IS  the  director  of  church  exten-  t 
Sion  tor  the  Minnesota  yiAsconsm  j 
Convention,  Pray  jprensting  ' 

criurches.lbriywcQtheslhM  | 
need  to  bejMmd./id  tor  Sieve 
as  he  encugges  ^  chaF  | 

lenges  the^wrch  planters  m 
thee  mnistry  setorigs 


Mark  Haieryagec  Husoa  Mont . 
is  the  senior  pastor  of  toe 
Ourdoorancn  church,  toalse  God 
tor  toe  many  uifeMtMrs  Mtoo 
are  regulaiy  iMtfng  church, 
toiy  toat  heaRrw%be  open  to 
CMst  and  ttASitotourch  can 
Und  a  penwanent  property  on 
wNchtoseflle. 


Stacie  Barker  is  a  journeyman 
'  whose  term  of  service  has  ended 
I  after  bemg  in  Frandstowwi, 
j  Botswana,  tor  Jn&years.  My 
I  that  God  wN Asm  dIrecBon 
as  to  what  HfMtos  her  to  do  In 
toe  toure  uAitoAe  youto  toat 
the  hat  trained,  asking  toat  toey 
wi  cortonue  In  vtoat  He  has 
equipped  them  to  grow  In  Christ 
;  and  share  Him  with  others. 


Pray  toat  missionaries.  Mgenan 
MpDW  vw  orar  ocnornm^ 
Fulbe 
albe 
many 
of 


Futoe. 


todo  among  toe 


I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

! 

I 


My  tor  mildonary  KrW  Emeish. 
who  Is  partnering  wito  a  Baptist  ; 
church  In  a  chmn's  outreach 
totoepooclA#MKMw« 
be  able  to  ha^Wwomen  of 
toe  church  wMraito  and  new 
ideas  for  ou«#ch.  as  wNI  at 
provide  toem  wito  encoura^ 
mere  ano  eeniemeni  lor  ms 
minisby. 


|l|  Family  MMstry  Summit 
Camp  Garaywa.  Clinton  |0<Ail|, 
|2|  Despite  toe  mary  successes 
in  Blile  Schooltof  witania. 
there  are  tahiBacks  bom  toe 
enemy  to  weaBn  or  desbcy 
Godt  work,  hr;#  tor  one  school 
that  Is  In  need  W  sponger  lead¬ 
ership.  This  school  Is  In  an  area 
that  K  now  having  to  stand  on 
its  own  vhth  national  leadership. 


bapbied  soon. 


|l|(ktMoiher/Daughler  ! 

^emight  CampGanywa, 
Cllnlon|VMilU);l2| 'We  covet  j 

your  prayers  toLtomutoo  are  | 

dose  to  becototonelievars  in 
Xiamen. ChMutoBaskM they  ; 
wM  be  very  sa^M  to  toe 
working  of  tnertoly  SpM  In 
toed  hearts.  Pray  espedaiy  for 
two  young  womert,  S  and  A.  ! 

They  are  very  dose  to  bekeving.*  | 


|l|  OvWan  Educabon  CMC. 
llklgecicstBCMadbon|OtfM|;(2|  I 
\Wien  J  leached  sdioal  in  Souto 
Korea.  Ns  ettaJiBM  was  consumed  , 
wito  studyn^Rffiltge  envance 
emHedctoMDbeinvaliiedh  ' 

InlnedtoM^Uiibad^  | 

unMn%.MytorXandalCMiian  | 
students  Mng  under  great  preswre 
for  ni^  KKtnK  KtWffttnKIlL  j 


Equipping  the  Body  of  Christ  to  Serve  and  Teach 
"for  the  training  of  the  saints  in  the  work  of  ministry, 
to  build  up  the  body  of  Christ..."  Ephesians  4: 1 2  (HCSB) 

FBC,  Hipelo 

Friday  &  Saturday,  July  27-28,  2007 

Friday:  Registration  4-7  p.m. 

Saturday:  Late  Registration  8  a.m. 

Conference  8:30  -  1 1 :  30  a.m. 

No  child  care  on  sight 

Cost:  $S  par  parson 

Send  Regisration  to: 

Lee  County  Baptist  Association.  PO  Box  2640,  Tupelo  38803 


This  ccxiference  will  address  topics  for  those  working 
or  interested  in  the  following  areas; 


Presclxx)! 
CoMege/Career 
Senior  Adults 
Mens  Ministry 
Church  Planting 
SuTKlay  School 
Wmu 


Children 

Singles 

Pastors 

Deacons 

International  Ministries 
Disciipleship 
Personal  Enrichment 


Youth 

Adults 

Womens  Ministry 
Mission  Trip  Planning 
Music/Worship 
Evangelism 

Bible  Drill/Ybuth  Speakers 


Tuasday,  March  13 

Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg 
(601)  736-2254 

Tuesday,  March  20 

FBC,  Cleveland 
(662)  226-5316 

Thursday,  March  22 

Colonial  Heights  BC,  Ridgeland 
(601)  956-5000 

Monday,  March  26 

West  Jackson  Street  BC,  Tupel 
(662)  256-8778 

Tuesday,  April  3 

Northcrest  BC,  Meiidia 
Buddy  McElroy  (Area 
(601)681-6615 

Thursday,  April  19 

FBC,  Brookhaven 
(601)833-8111 


Senior 

Acdult 

Spring 

Rallies 

More  info 
to  follow 


For  infbrmatkXT,  contact;  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department, 
I -800-748- 1 651,  dhicks@mbcb.org,  RO.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


V 


6 


|L  S  I  I \)K  I  III  Kl  c  OKI) 


1.  Bromofi  Honored,  First 
Church,  Icrry 


1.  First  Church,  Temr,  hon¬ 
ored  Maxcine  Brunson 
widn  a  retirement  reception 
Jan.  21  after  serving  20 
years  as  diurdi  secretary. 
Brunson  is  shown  with 
pastor  John  Pace. 

2.  Dorsey  Church,  Dorsey, 


recently  ordained  Jerry 
Guntharp,  George  Allred, 
and  Kevin  Harmon  as 
deacons.  C.  Danny 
Rushing,  pastor. 

3.  Trinity  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  recently  installed  one 
deacon,  ordained  one  dea¬ 
con,  and  ordained  one  to 
the  ministry  on  Oct.  15, 
2006.  [>oug  Westmoreland 
is  pastor.  Shown  pictured 
are  Don  Gould,  installed 
deacon,  Lonnie  Hollowell, 
ordained  deacon,  and 
Douglas  Thompson, 
ordained  to  the  ministry. 

t 

4.  Gumpond  Church,  Lumb- 
eiton,  recently  ordained  J^ 
Easteiiing  to  ow  gospel  min¬ 
istry.  Ea^eiiing  a  pastor  of 
The  Bam  Ouiiov  PoplarviUe. 
Shown  are  Easterling  pastor 
Mark  Longino,  and  Rachel 
Easterling. 

5.  First  Church,  McLaurin, 
Hattiesburg,  exceeded 
their  Lottie  Moon 


2.  Deacon  Ordhudiom,  Dorsey  Church,  Dorsey 


Christmas  Offering  goal  of  Melvin  Thingle,  speaker.  10.  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel, 

$1000  by  collecting  For  more  information  call  is  hosting  their  4th  annual 

$1452.79,  with  the  GAs  col-  (601)  267-2225  or  267-4156.  drive  through  crucifixion 

lecting  $220  of  that  amount.  Mar.  30-31,  7^30-9  p.m. 

8.  Sand  Hill  Church,  EUisvillc, 

6.  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  exceeded  their  Lottie  Moon  11.  Highland  Church, 

Edinbu^  is  hosting  the  Christmas  Offering  goal  of  Natchez,  is  hosting  Ron 

celebration  choir  of  $3500  by  giving  $4222.  Hughes,  singer,  song- 

Leesburg  Church  for  a  con-  writer,  recording  artist 

cert  Feb.  24, 6  p.m.  9.  Maybank  Church,  Mar.  7.  6:30  p.m. 

Hattiesburg,  will  host  The 

7.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake  Stamps  in  concert  Mar.  3,  7  12.  First  Church,  Byram,  is 

County,  will  host  a  men's  p.m.  A  love  offering  will  be  hosting  The  Stamps 

and  boy's  wild  game  sup-  taken.  For  informanon,  call  Quartet  Mar.  4,  6  p.m.  A 

per  Mar.  1,  6:30  p.m.,  with  (601)  268-2735.  love  offering  will  be  taken. 


AUTO  •  HOME 


CHURCH 


Baneflls  Ihgt  hdp  ower  ttthhtg  or  doniliom 
Double  the  nMdkal  payvnem  for  some  diuKh 
leleied  losses 


3.  Ordhiations,  Trinity  Church,  Vicksburg 


Reedg  Monday  Mm.  5-^.  2.  Sukers  include  M 

Reccort,  Mar.  5;lohnny  Hunt,  Mar.  12;  Vance  Pittman,  Mar. 
19;  Tony  Nolan,  Mar.  26;  and  Bob  Pittman,  Apr.  2.  Raccord  will 
pa^ipate  In  a  pastoral  leadership  braakf^ 

Ir^Mmation  or  reservations  for  the  breakfast,  call  (601)  833- 
2597  or  visit  www.oafthavon.nel. 


IXNIEX  GC  QVX  ASERJXA, 


NVRSV  YXAREX  QC  NIDW 


RH  DCHU  EGJXA,  IHY 


DGPX  UEXXQRHUA  RH 


QVX  FIEWXQA,  IHY  QVX 


VRUVXAQ  AXIQA  RH 


QVX  AOHIUGUMXA,  IHY 


International  Public 
Debate  Association 

(IPDA)  Mississippi  Novice 
Championship  Mid  in 
February  at  ^  Louisiana 
Independent  Forensic 
Association  (LIFA)  Tri- 
State  Championships  held 
on  the  campus  of 
Louisiana 
State 
University 
Baton 
Roum.  For 

Kood  mea-  H 


4.  Fletcher  in  Green,  a  paint¬ 
ing  by  Miasiasippi  Colte 

Eaduate  student  Paul  R. 

lyard,  won  a  superior 
aduevement  award  in 
painting  in  the  2007 
Mississippi  Collegiate  Art 
Competition  at  the 
Meridian  Museum  of  Art. 
Judge  Susan  Maakestad 
announced  Fayard's  award 
and  odier  award  winners  at 
die  opening  reception  at 
the  Museum  on  1^.  10. 
"FMr  ol  CrNnmitment,"  a 
mixed  media  work  by 
University  of  Mississippi 
studoit  Chris  Brady,  was 
chosen  as  die  Best  ot  Show. 


Oeft  to  rifi^t)  are:  Front  — 

Alex  Wmce,  Grenada; 

Headier  Lewis,  Meridian; 

Grace  Edcfbrd,  Madison; 

David  Parker,  Meridian. 

Back  —  Arm-Carter 
Bloomfield,  Vandeave; 

Oiristian  Jones,  Pidcwidi 
Dam,  Term.;  and  Amy 
Scarborough  Arlington,  Tex. 

3.  The  WUliam  Carey 

University  Speech  and 
Debate  Team  placed  first  at 
die  Bicker  Deoates  held  at 
the  University  of 

Louisiana  at  Monroe 
recendy.  The  team  finished 
first  overalL  first  in  indi¬ 
vidual  events  and  fourdi 
in  debate  sweepstakes.  5.  Mil 
Louisiana  Tech  University  frei 

and  Mississippi  College  of 

were  among  die  compew- 
tors.  The  Carey  team  is 


QVX  SVRXC  EGGFA  IQ 


1.  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
WillUm  ‘^ir  P.  Smith,  m, 
of  Tupelo,  Mississippi 
donated  $100,000  to  estat>- 


CXIAQA 


donated  $100,000  to  estab¬ 
lish  The  William  P.  and 
Mary  Ellis  Smith 
Scholarship  Fund  at 
Mississipiw  College.  The 
endowment  fund  will  pro¬ 
vide  financial  assistance  to 
high  school  graduates 
setocted  from  the 
Northeast  Mississippi 
counties  of  Pontotoc 
Itawamba,  Monroe,  and 
Chidcasaw.  Award(s)  will 
be  made  by  Mississippi 
College  based  on  finanml 
need  and  sdiolarship 
redpientCs)  must  maintain 
a  C7A  of  2.0  in  dwir  pri- 


DMWX  QNXHQO: 


Clue:  N^W 

Have  fun  wkh  cryptogniphy  and 
exercise  your  Bible  Immletige.  A 
King  fames  \4ersion  Bitle  verse  has 
been  erKoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Sohe  by  trial 
and  error.  Anp^er  to  last  weeki  puz¬ 
zle:  Luke  Twenty-Orte:Thirty-5ix. 


McCormick 
also  won 
the  entire 

champi-  McCormick 

onship,  best-  - 

ing  the  champions  from 
Umisiana  and  Arkansas. 


Phillip  Londeiee,  Jonathan 
Allen,  lYent  Smith, 
Midiael  Ruffin,  Logan 
Johnson,  (front  left  to 
ri^t)  k^rilyn  Marshall, 
Gwendolyn  Kirmebrew, 
Maggie  rarrelL  Jipheth 
DiuMiis,  ChatirwidU  Imago, 
and  Qiiwoneso  Unago. 


132% 


1JB00J8442254 
6013157  J841 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


3.  loeeph  Michael  King  has  g, 

■  been  called  as  winiitBr 

of  students  of  ImmMMli 
CkwCh.  NaMlashwc.  loseDh  is  a 

is  shown  with  senior  pastor  Davi 
Miley  King. 

4. JonadMn  Russeii  has  been  called  as  pastor  of  Ri 
ladcion.  Russeii  has  been  involved  in  church  minii 
currently  pursuing  a  PhD  at  New  Orleans  Semir 
Mandy  ftuuell  and  has  two  children,  Jake  and  Cam 


raduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
Williamson  (left)  and  his  wife  Joanna 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

9iow  Me  Proof 

John  6:30-31,  35-36, 41-47,  66-69 


By  Gloria  Lofton 


Our  lesson  this  week  is:  Show 
Me  Proof.  Often  times  we  want 
to  be  shown  proof  of  something 
befoic  «ve  can  accept  it  as  truth. 
This  la  Bie  way  me  Jews  feh 
about  Jesua^  even  after  seeins  the 
miracles  performed.  The  ]e%vs 
aak  JeauB  v4iaf  sign  He  would 
give  them  to  prove  He  was  the 
Son  of  God,  saying  their  foiefo- 
thers  had  bmgivm  bread  from 
heaven  while  were  in  the 
desert  In  verses  30-31,  to  bebeve 
Him  th^  must  have  something 
akin  to  tm  in  contrast  to  the  mir¬ 
acle  of  foedar^  the  ^OOa 

In  answer  to  thi^  Jesus  said,  *1 
am  foe  bread  of  foe:  He  that 
comefo  to  me  shaD  never  hunget 
and  he  that  behevefo  on  maO 
never  thirst  But  I  say  unto  you. 


that  ye  also  have  seen 
me  and  believe 
not''(verses  3S-3^  _ 

Jesus  now  finally  kferfo-  lolton 

Bed  Himself  as  the  Bread  of  Life. 

Not  only  does  He  have  life  in 
Himself,  but  He  is  able  to  impart 
it  to  ofoiers.  But  this  Bread  is  not 
something  external,  somefoing 
apart  from  Himadf.  For  those 
who  come  to  Htan  will  never 
hunget  and  those  who  believe  on 
Him  will  never  thirst 

John  6:41-42  tdls  us,  Hlie 
lews  then  murmured  at  Him, 
because  He  said,  I  am  the  Bread 
which  came  doi^  from  heaven. 

And  they  said,  is  not  this  Jesus, 
the  son  of  Joseph  whose  Fafoer 
and  Mother  we  know?  How  is  it 
then  that  He  saith,  I  came  down 
horn  Heaven?*  The  Jews  were  so 
blinded  by  the  humanity  of 


lesus,  they  could  not  see 
beyond  what  they 
kni^.  They  knew  too 
much  about  Him, 
including  His  supposed 
parentage,  to  acc^  the 
conclusion  that  He  came 
down  from  heaven. 

In  verses  43-47, 
Jesus  told  the  Jews  not 
to  murmur  themselves, 
because  no  one  could 
come  to  the  Father  unless  the 
Father  draws  him.  The  Father 
draws  him  and  Jesus  will  raire 
him  up.  This  drawing  is  an 
inclination  of  the  heart  induced 
by  God.  Drawing  comes  by 
teaching  rather  than  through 
some  mystical  process. 

"Verily,  venly,  I  say  unto 
you,  he  that  believeth  on  me 
hath  everlasting  life"  (verse  47, 
KJV).  In  this  verse,  Jesus  ii 
emphasizing  again  the  impor 
tance  of  beneving  on  Him  for 
everlasting  life. 

Verse  66,  "From  that  time 
many  of  His  disciples  went  back, 
and  walked  no  more  with  Him." 
(KJV)  After  Jesus'  disclosure  foat 


IS 


He  was  the  Bread  of  Life  nurny 
of  the  disciples  decided  not  to 
follow  Him  any  longer.  They 
could  not  accept  what  Jesus  had 
proclaimed.  This  led  to  the  ques- 
non  of  Jesus  to  the  Twelve  as  to 
their  intentions.  "Then  said 
Jesus  unto  the  Twelve,  will  ye 
also  go  away?"  (verse  67).  Peter, 
as  the  rock,  stood  his  ground.  He 
answere^  "Lord,  to  whom  shall 
we  go?  Thou  hast  the  words  of 
eternal  life.  And  we  believe  and 
are  sure  that  Thou  art  that 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living 
God."  (verses  68-69,  KJV). 

Note  the  contrast  between 
the  conclusion  of  the  Twelve 
about  Jesus  words  and  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  disciples  who 
went  away.  The  twelve  accepted 
Jesus'  words  as  the  woros  of 
eternal  life.  The  ones  who  left 
perceived  Jesus' words  as  a  hard 
saying  they  could  not  accept. 

Notice  foe  order  of  Peter's 
words  in  verse  69.  He  stated,  "We 
believe  and  are  sure."  In 
Christian  faith,  believing  comes 
before  Imowing;  one  believes  and 
foen  one  knows  or  understands. 


Too  nuoiy  people  want  to  know 
for  sure  and  think  once  they 
know,  foen  they  will  believe.  This 
is  worldly  thinking.  It  is  foe 
reverse  of  how  Christian  experi¬ 
ence  works.  Notice  both  veros  in 
"we  believe  and  are  sure"  are 
perfect  teases.  The  first  implies 
we  have  conw  to  a  place  of  faith 
and  continue  there;  foe  second 
implies  that  we  have  recognized 
foe  truth  aiKl  continue  to  mid  it. 

Accepting  Jesus  as  God's  Son 
is  an  act  of  faith,  not  a  conclusion 
based  on  demonstrable  proof. 
Have  you  accepted  Jesus'  words 
as  being  foe  words  of  eternal  life? 
Have  you  chosen  by  faifo  to  stay 
with  Jesus?  If  you  haven't  and 
feel  you  need  proof  before  you 
accept  Him,  please  let  me  say 
you  are  missme  foe  point.  You 
must  take  that  nrst  step  toward 
faifo  and  then  let  Jesus  take  over 
from  there.  You  will  be  given  foe 
Holy  ^irit  who  will  guide  you 
into  all  truth.  Don't  wait  for 
proof.  Accept  Him  tcxlay. 

Lofton  is  a  member  of  Willow 
Grove  Church,  Collins. 


Explore  the  Bible 

what  is  Worth  Celebrating 

Esdier  8:1-10:3 


By  Tim  Alexander 


I  was  reading  from 
Lamentations  3:22-£3  (NIV) 
the  other  day.  "Because  of  the 
LORD'S  great  love  we  are  not 
consumed,  for  His  compas¬ 
sions  never  fail.  They  are  new 
every  morning;  great  is  your 
faithfulness."  jhe  Lord  was 
faithful  to  Esther,  Mordecai 
and  all  of  foe  Jews.  We  are 
thankful  that  He  was  faithful 
then  and  He  is  faithful  to  us 
now.  He  never  changes;  He  is 
the  same  yesterday,  today, 
and  tomorrow.  That  is  hara 
for  us  to  understand  because 
we  live  in  a  fluid  world.  We 
are  always  in  some  state  of 
change.  This  lesson  will 
remind  us  it  is  great  to 
remember  the  past,  celebrate 
today  and  have  a  bright  hope 
for  tomorrow. 


1.  Delivetaiicc 
forough  Legal  Means 
(Esther  8:3, 6-8, 11) 

A  little  background  infor¬ 
mation  is  needed  before  we 
begin  this  lesson.  Haman,  as 
we  know,  was  executed;  the 
king  gave  Haman's  estate  to 
Queen  Esther.  The  king  gave 
Haman's  leadership  position 
to  Mordecai.  Also,  Estner  was 
hopeful  that  the  kins  would 
revoke  his  original  oWree  to 
kill  the  Jews.  Unfortunately, 
the  king  would  not  revoke  his 
earlier  decree,  but  he  did 
allow  the  Jews  the  right  and 
opportunity  to  defend  them¬ 
selves.  This  act  alone  spared 
the  Jews.  Queen  Esther's 
courage,  tactfulness  and 
influence  saved  many  lives. 
Would  we  have  done  the 
same  if  we  were  in  her  shoes? 


Alexander 


2.  Deliverance 
Through  >^ctory 
(Esther  9:1-2) 

The  day  of  attack 
had  Anally  arrived.  The 
Jews  were  prepared  for 
^  antidpatea  battle.  It 
is  easier  to  h^t  a  battle 
if  ycxi  know  who  foe 
enemy  is  and  you 
know  when  foe  enemy 
is  coming  to  fight  you. 
The  element  of  surprise  is  gone. 
You  can  foen  draw  up  your  Mttle 
(action)  plans  to  attack  and 
implement  it.  The  Jews  had  a 
weapon  unlike  their  enemy. 
Esther  8:17  says  "foe  fear  of  me 
Jews  fell  upon  them."  The  Lord 
sent  into  heart  and  mfod  of 
the  Gentiles  a  fear  of  fighting  the 
Jews.  He  placed  fear  in  me  Jewish 
opposition's  minds.  The  Lord 
had  won  this  mind  game. 

3.  Deliverance  Celebrated 

Mordecai  had  seen  many 
struggles  in  his  lifetime.  He  knew 
that  this  victory  was  God's 
miraculous  gift  to  himself  and 
foe  Jews.  He  also  knew  foat  this 
was  a  "mile  marker;"  this  event 
needed  to  be  celebrated  and  com¬ 


memorated  by  all  Jews  through¬ 
out  foe  kingdom  now  and  for 
future  generations.  Mordecai 
instructed  the  Jews  to  annualy 
celebrate  this  mat  victory  on  foe 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  days  of 
the  monfo  of  Adar.  The  new 
Jewish  holiday,  which  had  its 
roots  in  fois  great  victoty,  was 
called  Purim.  The  fetival 
derived  its  name  from  the  word 
"lot"  (pur),  which  Haman 
planned  to  cast  in  order  to  decide 
when  to  carry  out  his  evil  plan  to 
exterminate  the  Jews.  In  later 
years,  foe  book  of  Esther  was 
read  in  the  s\magogue  annually 
on  this  day.  Irw  Jewish  monfo  of 
Adar  is  our  March.  When  the  cal¬ 
endar  reads  March  14  Jews  gafo- 
er  in  foe  synagogue  to  hear  the 
book  of  Esav;r  read  to  remember 
her  courage  and  God's  faithful¬ 
ness  for  saving  Israel  from  death 
and  destruction. 

Christians  should  r^ce  for 
our  Jewish  friends'  heritage. 
Every  spiritual  blessing  we  expe¬ 
rience  came  from  foe  jews.  The 
Jews  blessed  foe  world  with  foe 
knowledge  of  the  one,  only  and 
true  living  God;  foe  Holy 
Scriptures  and  Jesus,  our  Savior. 


The  very  first  believers  were 
Jewish  believers,  and  the  first 
missionaries  were  lewish,  also, 
lesus  was  a  Jew  who  sacrificed 
his  life  on  a  Jewish  holy  day,  the 
Passover.  He  also  rose  again  from 
the  dead  on  anofoer  Jewish  day, 
the  Feast  of  the  First  Fruits. 
Finally  foe  Holy  Spirit  arrived 
from  Heaven  at  Pentecost,  a 
Jewish  holiday.  We  are  thankful 
for  foe  Jewish  history.  God  used 
foe  Jews  when  he  provided  foe 
way  for  us  to  know  Jesus  Christ. 

m  coTKluskm,  I  think  about 
Proverbs  31  when  1  think  of 
Queen  Esfoer.  Many  noble  quali¬ 
ties  are  mentioned  in  this  chapter, 
(^een  Esther  displayed  many 
c^racteristics  found  in  chapter 
31.  She  was  known  for  her  brav¬ 
ery;  being  courageous  and  for  her 
tactfulne^.  She  was  also  known 
for  her  beauty.  Proverbs  31:30 
reminds  us  that  "Favor  is  deceit¬ 
ful,  and  beauty  is  vain;  but  a 
woman  that  fearefo  the  Lord,  she 
shall  be  praised."  May  we,  like 
Esther,  fear  foe  Lord  and  be  obe¬ 
dient  to  Him! 


Alexander  is  Minister  of  Edu¬ 


cation,  Harrisburg  Church.  Tiijv/o. 


,1 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


news 
that  take 


Ihe  Baptist  Reooid  is  pleased  to  publish 
ana  photographs  of  special  events 
pUce  m  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submMed  lor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  fl-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standanSaed 
tom  proviM  fay  the  newspaper.  All  aiti- 
rles  must  be  reoented  in  writing:  rw  articles 
win  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  addrete  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segpient  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  inoreasins  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  wM  oe  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Ple^  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  wIkv  wkat,  wken,  sdwre  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  lelqfoone  number. 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  Jf^C  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  thrce-arid-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
orte  time  only.  leadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Artkles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  selt-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  53(),  Jackson, 
mT  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordOmbcb.org. 
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Grove  OiwtK  Broohliaven 


1.  PleaMiit  Grove  Churoh, 
Brookhavca,  ordained 
Cody  Warren  to  the  min¬ 
istry  Jan.  21.  Warren  is 
serviM  as  pastor  at  Spring 
Hill  Cnurch,  Hazlenurst. 
Shown  are  pastor  Kent 
Cochran  and  Warren. 

2.  Patsy  Eaks  made  a  cross 
cake  for  a  celebration  at 
First  Church,  Ovett.  Nate 
Blackledge,  pastor. 

3.  Victory  Church,  Brook- 
havuu,  ordained  David 
Wallace,  Kenneth  ''Dooley" 


Thornhill,  and  Landon  Britt 
as  deacons.  Shown  are  pas¬ 
tor  Joel  Brister,  Wallace, 
Thornhill,  and  Britt. 

4.  The  RAs  of  Evergreen 
Churdi,  Louisville,  receiv¬ 
ed  Bibles  embossed  with 
the  RA  logo.  Shown  are 

S^ler  McC^  and  Samuel 
ole,  who  also  earned  d^ir 
third  virtue  bars  as  well  as 
their  International  Mission 
Study  patches. 

5.  First  Church,  Lucedale, 
ordained  Brad  McKissack 


and  Jason  Scott  to  the 
Gospel  ministry  Dec.  10. 
Siown  are  Scott,  former 
pastor  Bud  Parker,  and 
MdGssack. 

6.  Geotge/Green  Assodatkm 
held  meir  29th  annual  men's 
banquet  Jan.  23  at  First 
Churdi,  Leakesville,  with 
203  men  prosent.  Endel  Lee, 
speaks,  shown  are  AMD 
Junmy  Holcomb,  Lee,  and 
pastor  Philip  Price. 

7.  Fairfield  Church,  lones 
Asaodatioii,  exceeded  their 
Lottie  Moon  Mission 
Offering  goal  of  $2500  Iw 
cc^lecting  $8000  in  a  walk- 
down  c««ring  for  fcueign 
missions.  Kevm  Ivy,  pastor. 


6.  Manh  Banquet,  First  Church,  LaahasvMe 


2.  Cross  Cahe,  First  Church,  Ovett 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Scholarship  MinisOy 

The  apostle  Paul  expressed  confidence  in  his  Lord  when  he  declored, 
“And  my  God  shot  supply  ol  your  needs  according  to  Hb  riches  in  glory 
in  Christ  Jesus" (Phippians  4:19^.  This  weWcrwwn  verse  highlights  the  focus 
of  the  Mis^ssippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry. 

Due  to  the  gerrerosity  of  many  faithful  Christian  stevrords.  the 
Four>datlon  has  the  prtviege  of  providrx]  meed$-tx3sed  supplementoi 
financial  ossistonceto  MisasUppi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree 
at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  colege  or  a  Southern  Baptist  semirKry.  Most 
of  these  endowed  scholarship  accounts  offer  specific  eNgibiiitY 
guideNnes  for  awarding  a  scholarship  gront.  Factors  such  os  field 
of  study,  institution  attended,  and  scholarship  amount  often  are 
iricluded  as  stipulated  criteria  for  award  considerotion. 

For  more  information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
Scholarship  MinistrY.  please  contact  our  office  at  PO  Box  NO, 

Joduon.  MS  B930B,  telephona  ut  at  (401)  2t2-mo  or  (BOO)  74B-14i1, 
vWt  our  website,  www.mtb aptlsao unaaien.org.  A  completed  appi 
tion  must  be  received  in  the  MBF  office  by  April  30. 
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$.  Daaoon  Ordwauon,  VIclory  Chupdi,  Broohhavwt 


